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Will you please turn to Philippians 3:10,
“To know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.”
 
Let’s have a word of prayer: Dear Lord, our hearts are full of thanks. We thank Thee for gathering us together unto Thyself. We thank Thee for Thy presence with us. Dear Lord, we do sense that we are standing on holy ground. We will remove our shoes. We will prostrate before Thee and say, “Lord, what has Thou to say to us?” We are listening. We do pray that Thou will open the eyes of our heart, that we may see Thee through Thy word, that Thou may truly be all to us. And unto Thee be the glory. In the name of our dear Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.
 
We do thank the Lord for gathering us together here this time. Every time we have such a gathering, I feel that it is the mercy of God because we are living in the end times. The Lord is coming soon and He is preparing us for His return. So we do believe that this is a very important time. And we just look to thee, look to Him, that He will bless us with Himself.
 
Last year when we gathered together, we talk about God as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Our God is a triad God: He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. He is the all-sufficient God. He begins everything, He works everything, and everything returns to Him. As the Bible said, “To know Him, the only true God and the one whom He has sent. This is eternal life.” We thank God.
 
Now this year, the theme is “Knowing Christ”. This verse in Philippians 3:10, “To know Him and the power of His resurrection, to have fellowship in His sufferings, and to be conformed to His death”—This is the earnest desire of the apostle Paul. There is nothing more important to Him than to know Christ. In order to know Him, Paul is willing to let go everything. He considers all things but dross for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Thank God he knows Christ. But the more he knows Christ, the more he feels he knows very little of Him. And the longing to know Him more increases in his heart. This is a holy passion that motivates the life and the ministry of the apostle Paul. Our prayer is that the same passion will be upon every one of us. We do thank the Lord that He has revealed Himself to us and in us, but that should increase our spiritual appetite; that should create within us a longing to know Him more. There is so much in Him that He is ready to reveal in us. And to those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, they shall be filled. So may the Lord, during these days, create within us a deep longing to know Christ. Don’t be satisfied with the little knowledge you know of Him. There’s so much more of Him that we need to know. So we do hope that during these few days, our constant prayer will be, “Lord, create within me a longing to know You, a desire for You like the apostle Paul.” And you will not be disappointed because as He has filled the apostle Paul, He too will fill each one of us.
 
As our brother mentioned last night, we will consider this matter of knowing Christ in three different aspects: knowing Christ in His death, knowing Christ in His resurrection, and knowing Christ in His ascension. My responsibility is to share on knowing Christ in His death. God willing, this morning, we will share together on the death of Christ as a mystery. And tomorrow morning, we will share on knowing the meaning of the death of Christ. And then the morning after next will be on being conformed to His death. So I do pray, and I do hope, that we’ll all pray about it.
 
If you turn to 1 Corinthians chapter 15, we’ll read from verse one. This is what apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth. “But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I have received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried; and that He was raised the third day, according to the Scripture; and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then He appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the most remain until now, but some also have fallen asleep. There He appeared to James; then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to an abortion, He appeared to me also.”
 
Now what is the “glad tidings,” the gospel, of Jesus Christ? What is the glad tidings, the gospel, that Paul announced to the church? What is the gospel of Jesus Christ that we have received in which we also stand, by which also we are saved? Now what is the gospel that Paul have received from above, that He delivered to us? Now what is the gospel of Jesus Christ? What are the principle factors of this gospel? He said, first of all, “In the first place, which also I have received that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures.” So here you find in the gospel there are several principle points. One is, He died for our sins according to the Scriptures. And of course, in connection with that, He was buried to show that His death is real. And then the second point, you’ll find He is raised from the dead. And after He is raised, He appeared to many. His appearing is to prove that He indeed has been resurrected. And if you follow this on, you know that after He appeared to His disciples for 40 days; it is but right for Him to ascend to His Father. So His death, His resurrection, and His ascension tell us of the gospel of Jesus Christ. In order to know the gospel of Jesus Christ—not just know it mentally, not just to know that these are the facts of the gospel, but to know these inwardly, to know His death in an inward way—conform to His death, know His resurrection in an intimate way, know that we are being raised together with Him and live a resurrection life, and know His ascension in an inward way. Not just knowing He has ascended, but we too have ascended with Him and are seated with Him on the right hand of God. Now THIS IS knowing Christ. So brothers and sisters, this is the burden of this conference. And may the Lord fulfill that burden.
 
You will remember in John 12, our Lord Jesus, knowing that His days are fulfilled, went to Jerusalem, and while He was in Jerusalem, remember how He entered into Jerusalem triumphantly. Everybody was shouting. Even some Greeks, the Gentiles, wanted to see Jesus. So they came to Phillip and said, “we want to see Jesus.” Phillip and Andrew, they went to the Lord. And they told the Lord that some Greeks want to see Him. Now, humanly speaking, this is the most glorious time in the ministry of our Lord Jesus. It is as if the whole world is going after Him. Not only did the Jews welcome Him, even the Gentiles, the Greeks wanted to see Him. But listen to what our Lord Jesus said. He said, “The Son of Man is to be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and die, it abides alone, but it dies, it bares much fruit.” This speaks of His death.
 
When you listen to what He said, it seems like a contradiction because every circumstance seems to show that He is so popular and everybody is going after Him. And naturally speaking, this will be His glorification. But in the heart of our Lord Jesus, His glorification is in His death. He is that grain of wheat that came down from heaven to earth. Not only that, but He had to die. Otherwise, there will be only one grain of wheat in the universe and we are all tares. Thank God He came to this world and He died. And He bears much fruit. Then He turned to the Father and prayed, “Father, save Me from this hour. But this is the hour that I come for, glorify Thy name.” And the heavens spoke, “I have glorified myself, and I will yet be glorified.” And people around heard the sound, but they didn’t hear the word. All they say, it thundered. But the Lord said, “It is my Father who is speaking and He speaks for your sake.” If the Son of Man is being lifted up, He will draw all man unto Him. The judgment of the world has come, the prince of the world is being cast out. And then the Jews said, in John 12:34, we heard in the law, that the Christ abides forever. What do you mean by the Son of Man is to be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man? So brothers and sisters, immediately you see, that the death of our Lord Jesus is a mystery.
 
How can the Christ die? He is God. How can God die? God is life. As our brother mentioned last night, He is eternal life. He lives forever. He can never die. But, this Son of God, this God, He is to die. This is something that we just cannot understand because it is such a contradiction to the very concept of God. We know God is God. God is eternal. He is life itself. Can life die? It’s a mystery. But brothers and sisters, God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.
 
Man has fallen. Man has sinned, and the wages of sin is death. All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. God is just, He is righteous and He has to judge us with death. Eternal death is our portion; there is no escape. Nobody can escape this enter death, but God is love, He is just, and everything He does is right. He cannot compromise, but on the other hand, He is love. He loves the man He created. He wants every one to be saved, none to perish, but how can it be done? You know our sin created for God a dilemma, so what should God do? On the one hand He is just. He had to do what He said, and the soul of sin must die. But on the other hand, He is love, He loves us. What can He do? Thank God, He is God. What is impossible with man is possible with God. You know, brothers and sisters, we give God such trouble. And yet God’s love overcomes it. And in order to solve this dilemma, He sent His beloved Son into this world to become a man. Brothers and sisters, incarnation is a mystery.
Again we will say, “How can it be done?” He is so infinite. He is so rich. He is so full. How can He put His fullness, squeezed as it were, into a small form of a man? Philippians 2:6-8. “He being equal with God He was in the form of God.” And the word “form” means that inward character. In other words, what God is, He is. This is what the Son is. Everything that is of God the Father is of God the Son. They are one, equal, with God. And yet, in order to become a man, the Bible said He has to empty Himself. He has to empty His glory, empty His honor, empty His position on the throne, empty all the worship, praise, adoration that is due. He emptied Himself. Of course, He cannot empty Himself of His deity because that’s what He is.
He is God forever. Even when He came to be a man, He is still God, but He just emptied everything that surrounds God. He emptied all the rights that belong to God—all the worship, the obedience. He emptied all His honor and glory in order to take upon Himself the fashion of a man. And the bible said, “He who was is in the form of God and now He takes upon Himself the form of a slave.” What a distance. Who can measure this distance in the form of God, having all the characteristics of God? And now you find He took upon Himself the form of a born slave. God has every right over everything. As a born slave has no right at all, our Lord, when He came to be a man, His inner sanctiment is the form of a born slave. And awkwardly, He took the form of the man. He is in every way a man. The only difference is He’s still God, He has no sin. That’s the difference.
Brothers and sisters, what love is behind it. You just cannot imagine. Brothers and sisters, you cannot compare anything with this. What love is greater than this love? For your sake, for my sake, not for the righteous, not for the good, but for the rebellious, the sinners, He’s willing to give up everything to become a man. Brothers and sisters, why must God become man? Because as God, He cannot die. He cannot die for your sins. Only a sinless man can die for the sinful world. So that’s the reason why He was born. Brothers and sisters, He was born to die. Even from the foundation of the world, He is the Lamb that was slain. He came as the Lamb of God to be sacrificed for you and for me. After He was born, He was under the sentence of death. You remember when He was a child? Two years old, He could not be more than two years, and Herod the King wanted to kill Him. He had to flee to Egypt. When He returned, He was hidden in Nazareth. Those hidden years, unknown to man, only known to God, when He was 30 years old, He came to be baptized by John the Baptist. What is the baptism of John? It is the baptism of repentance. “Repent for the kingdom of God has drawn nigh.” Those who have every reason to repent think they need no repentance. The scribes and the Pharisees, they think they are too good to repent. But here is a man who knows no sin. Not only has He ever committed anything, He doesn’t even know what sin is. And yet, He came to the baptism of John. John sensed His Spirit, so John said, “No no no.” I need to be baptized by you. How can you come to be baptized of me?” And our Lord said, “Let us fulfill all righteousness.” Brothers and sisters, why? He took the place of us, and He was baptized. Baptism means death. When you go into the water, you are dead. When you are under the water, you are buried. When you get up from the water, you are risen into new life. So you find that even in the very beginning of the ministry of our Lord Jesus, He began His ministry with baptism. He took the place of our death.
And throughout His three and a half years of ministry, He walked the way of the cross. You’ll find how He constantly, continually, forever denies Himself, how He was obedient to the Father. There is a word that He often used, “My time.” “My time has not yet come.” Now what is His time? And then He said, “My time now has come.” It is the time of His death. So when He knows that the days are fulfilled, He turned His face to His Jewish land because no prophet should die outside of Jerusalem. He went to Jerusalem to die. No man could take His life. He laid down His life voluntarily. Even when Judas led the people to arrest Him in the garden of Gethsemane, our Lord came forward and said, “Now, whom are you seeking?” They say, “Jesus of Nazareth.” The Lord said, “I am.” And they all fell down. Brothers and sisters, He volunteered Himself to be arrested. When He was judged by the high priest, they could not find anything, any faults in Him. All these accusations were false. Our Lord would not say a word. Until finally the high priest said, “I adjure you by God, are you the Son of God?” And He openly confessed, “You shall see the Son of Man coming in glory and in power.” In other words, He sealed His death sentence by His own testimony. In Acts 2, Peter said, “By the determinant counsel and full knowledge of God, He was delivered.” In other words, His death is the determinant counsel and full knowledge of God. Even though it is the lawless man that crucified Him, from the foundation of the world, He is already the lamb slain. So our Lord Jesus, He came to die. His death was voluntary. He willingly offered Himself, by the eternal Spirit, to God, that He may be the sin offering for the whole world. 
The scriptures have already foretold, telling us, that one day the seed of the woman will come. And this seed of the woman is the Lamb that has been sacrificed through the centuries. Brothers and sisters, even the way He was to die was already foretold in the scripture.
You remember Psalms 22, a psalm of David? David lived about 1000 years before Christ, and yet He was moved by the spirit of God. And he wrote Psalms 22. Now when you read the whole psalm, it is a description of a death and only the death on the cross can fulfill such a description. With the Jews, they don’t have this punishment. You know, for a man to be hang up on a pole, He is considered to be cursed. But they kill the person first before they put him up. The Jews did not have this kind of punishment. It is the Romans. They had this kind of punishment. And they use the cross to kill the vilest sinner—a traitor, a murderer. And even if you are a Roman, you will never be crucified because it is so degrading, so shameful. It is so painful; it is a lingering death. But, according to the scriptures, it is foretold. That is the way that Christ will die. Again you read Isaiah 53 and then you see the whole scene again, that He died for our iniquities. Not only was He cursed by man, He was even crushed by His Father.
Brothers and sisters, the death of our Lord Jesus is a mystery.
But now to us, it is a sign of glory. Never has the sinfulness of the world exhibited itself so blatantly as on the cross. The One who loves so much is hated on the cross. Never has the love of God been so richly demonstrated as you see on the cross. Oh brothers and sisters, the love of God, it is for you and it is for me.
 
On the cross, our Lord Jesus was there for six hours. During the first 3 hours, from 9 o’clock to 12 o’clock, it was man who crucified Him. Man surrounded Him and mocked at Him. “You save others, why don’t you save yourself? Come down from the cross and we will believe you.” Even the two robbers crucified with Him, they mocked Him. All the evil forces in the world attacked Him. And yet, God the Father was still with Him. But at 12 o’clock, the sun hid itself. Darkness filled the earth. During the last three hours, it was not man, not Satan the enemy, the evil forces, it was the Father. The Father crushed Him. The Father’s heart was broken. He hid His face. He cannot look at his Son. Brothers and sisters, what for? For you and for me.
 
The seven words He spoke on the cross reveal to us the meaning of the cross. These are the utterances of the cross. They show us what the gospel really is. The first three words were spoken during the first three hours. It tells us what He has done for us on the cross. The last four words were spoken during the second three hours. It is telling us the story behind the suffering. It tells us the secret of the gospel. When they crucified Him, when He was surrounded by scolding Him and mocking Him, with all the power of darkness attacking Him, He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Brothers and sisters, how can God, he righteous one, forgive such sin? Because He offered himself as a sin offering. On that basis of the shedding of His blood, He asked the Father to justly forgive us because the righteous demand is fulfilled. Brothers and sisters, thank God for this word. We are forgiven by the Father. It is because of the shed blood of our Lord Jesus. He satisfied all the righteous demands of God.
God can freely forgive us. Thank God we are forgiven. But we who are being forgiven much, why is it that we do not love much? Why is it we are so ungrateful?
 
The second word: He looked at His mother. Mary was at the foot of the cross. A sword had pierced her heart. And the Lord looked at His mother. And He looked at His beloved disciple John. He told His mother, “Behold, your Son.” I personally believe, He did not ask His mother to behold Him, but to behold John. And then He told John, “Behold, your mother.” Humanly speaking, even at His death, in His agony, He still fulfilled His responsibility, responsibility as a son, to provide for His mother. But certainly this is more than that. On the basis of His redemption, He created a family of God. The Lord said, “Who is my mother? Who is my brother, my sister? Those who do the will of God.” So brothers and sisters, on the cross, He created a family. We are now brothers and sisters. We love one another, we belong to the family of God. This is what He has done for us.
 
And then the third word: One of the robbers repented and He turned to the Lord. “Remember me at Your coming.” And the Lord said, “Today, you shall be with Me in paradise.” Salvation comes even to the worst of sinners. There is no one whose sin is so great that He cannot save. Thank God for that. This is what the gospel has done for us.
 
It is no longer a matter between man and Christ. God has accepted His Son’s offer. So God crushed Him. He is able to bear all the sufferings that come from man and from darkness. But when the Father deserted Him, turned His face away from Him, it was unbearable. “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” No longer a relationship between the Son and the Father; it is a relationship of God and sinful man. “He who knew no sin was made sin for us that we might be the righteousness of God.” God is righteous. He even crushed His own Son because He accepted His Son as a sin offering. Oh brothers and sisters, this is the cross. For three hours, our Lord Jesus, as it were, tasted the very wine of eternal death.
 
So the next word is “I thirst.” And the solider gave Him vinegar. Brothers and sisters, of course when you loose so much blood, you are very thirsty. But I believe that’s not the point. I think what the Lord is saying, “I thirst for God, even though You crush Me, even though You slay Me, I still long for You. I thirst after You because You are everything to Me.” Oh brothers and sisters, our Lord was faithful even to the very end. He was not offended by His Father. Under the crushing hand of the Father, He told God “I thirst after you. I love you.”
 
And before He died, He gathered all His strength and He shouted, “It is finished.” Oh thank God, it is finished. The work of redemption is finished and because the work is done, so He bowed His head and He committed His spirit to the Father. He relationship with the Father is restored. Oh thank God the work is done. Brothers and sisters, this is His death. His death is so unique. There is no death that can be compared with His death. We glory in His death. Let us pray.
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we do praise and thank Thee for Thy amazing love. We thank Thee for willing to give us Thy beloved Son. We cannot imagine how it hurt Thee. But God, You are love. Dear Lord Jesus, why, why do You love us so much? We who are so unworthy, undeserved, ungrateful, and yet You love us to such extent. Oh the cross of our Lord Jesus. Lord, we just glory in Thy cross. We glory in Thy death. We worship Thee. We love Thee because You first loved us. Keep us in Thy love. Enable us to be constrained by Thy love, that we may no longer live for ourselves, but for Thee and Thee alone. Accept our offer. In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.
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Will you please turn again to Philippians 3:10.
“To know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.”
 
Let’s pray. Dear Heavenly Father, as we gather together in the name of Thy beloved Son, we do look to Thee to reveal Thy son afresh in us today. We do praise and thank Thee because it is Thy good pleasure to reveal Thy Son. How much Thou dost desire to show us Thy son. So Lord, we pray that Thou will grant to us this morning the spirit of wisdom and revelation that we may know Him. We pray that Thou will again create within us a longing, a passion, a desire for Thy Son. We pray that Thou will even enlarge our capacity for Him, that we may be filled with Him. We do commit this time again into Thy hand. What man cannot do, we believe that Thou can. We pray that Thy will, Thy desire for this hour may be accomplished. We give Thee all the glory. In the name of Thy beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.
 
Thank God for gathering us together again this morning. Every time God’s people come together, it’s an opportunity. It is an opportunity for us to receive from God more of His Son.
So may our hearts really be opened to Him that we may be filled once more with Himself. In the morning we will share together on the death of our Lord Jesus. We mentioned yesterday morning that the death of our Lord is a great mystery. He, who is equal with God, and yet He emptied Himself. He took upon Himself the form of a born slave and being in the fashion of a man, He was obedient to His Father even unto death. The death of the cross—what love is behind this? We see the love of God the Father. He loves us so much, He’s willing to spare His only begotten Son. We see the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, who condescends Himself to such a degree that He is willing to give Himself as a sacrifice for our sins.
 
His death is unique. His death is different from all other deaths. Under the Romans, many people were crucified. But they died for their own sins. We remember even one of the robbers that was crucified with Christ, he confessed that we deserve this for our sins. But this man who is sinless, brothers and sisters, throughout the Christian centuries, especially in the early centuries, many believers were crucified for believing in the Lord Jesus. They died a martyr’s death. But brothers and sisters, our Lord’s death is not a martyr’s death. His death is different. His death is unique. There is only one death that is of this nature. His death is the atoning death. He died that we may live.
 
Usually, we will remember the date of our birth. We celebrate birthdays. But our Lord Jesus, He does not ask us to remember His birth. He only asks us to remember His death. Why? His life on earth is so perfect. In a sense, His life is our condemnation. As we look at Him, we are ashamed of ourselves. He is the only One who is worthy to see His Father’s face. We are not worthy. So if He only comes to live to demonstrate a perfect life that God requires, we will not be saved but rather be condemned. But thank God He came to die. So remember on the last day, when He had that Passover feast with the disciples. Towards the end of the feast, He took up the bread and blessed it and gave to His disciples and said, “This is My body, broken for you: do this in remembrance of Me.” Afterwards, He took the cup, blessed the cup and said, “Drink ye all of it. This is the blood of the new covenant. Do this in remembrance of me.” It is the command of our Lord Jesus that we remember His death. Why is His death so memorable? Because His death is unique. His death is different from all other deaths.
 
Now yesterday morning, we deal with the fact of His death. This morning, we will like to go a step further to see the meaning of His death.
 
The apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthians said, “I’m determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” The Corinthians were famous for their intellect and yet apostle Paul, when he entered into that city, he made a decision. He would know nothing among these Corinthians except Jesus Christ and Him crucified because he knew that this is what the Corinthians need most. Only this can solve their problems. Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Why has the cross become a sign of victory and glory? Not because of the wood. It is because of the One who is crucified on that cross. It is the person that makes the difference. We do not worship the cross. We worship the One who died on the cross. It is He that gives meaning to the cross. Thank God that the meaning of His death is manifold. In His death, He has accomplished so much. His death is all inclusive and we just look to the Lord that He would give us understanding, that He will give us revelation, that we may see the depths of the meaning of His death.
 
Of course, we have to begin from the very beginning. We remember in Galatians 1:4, He died for our sins. He died for our sins. Brothers and sisters, we will not appreciate His death until one day we are convicted of our sins because all have sinned and have come short of the glory of God, and the wages of sin is death. The soul that sins must die. This was our condition. But unfortunately, most of us in the beginning did not realize where we were. We thought so much better of ourselves than we really were. Of course very few people would say that he is sinless. Most people confess that they have sinned. But most people consider their sins are very minor and will compare themselves with other people, thinking that they are so much better than most of other people.
 
I remember when I was young. I was brought up in a Christian family. I was educated in mission schools. At that time on Sunday, we had to march. The whole student body had to march to the church building to attend the meeting. And even though I knew the gospel—I believed mentally that Jesus is the Savior of the world—I never had the thought that I needed to be saved. I was not perfect but I was better than most people. What can a student do compared with society? We are so much purer and better. So I always had the idea that others needed to be saved, but not me. I knew all the truth about the gospel, and mentally I accepted Jesus as the Savior. But I was too good for Him. I didn’t need Him. Brothers and sisters, this shows how much we are in darkness until by the grace of God when the Holy Spirit begins to work upon our conscience. He began to touch my conscience. And then I suddenly realized I was the chief of sinners. I find that in me there is nothing good. From the top of my head to the bottom of my sole is full of sin. I was at that time a teenager. But sometimes when I was alone, I would weep for my sins. I thought there was no hope and it was only during that period that I began to seek the Lord. I knew He was the Savior. I realized I needed Him.
 
And brothers and sisters, isn’t that our story? Thank God that He sought us. It is not we who sough after Him. It is He who came to seek and to save the lost. The Bible tells us that God has put all our sins upon Him. He bore in His body our sins. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. So brothers and sisters, the first meaning of His death is by His death, He atones our sins. Though our sins may be as scarlet, they shall be washed as white as snow.
When we trust the Lord Jesus—believing that He shed His blood for the remission of our sins— when we believe, we receive. We receive the forgiveness of our sins. God can justly forgive us because He has already received His son as our substitute. I think this is something that we all understand. And how thankful we should be. But unfortunately, we forget. We forget what God has done for us in the death of Christ. At the beginning, whenever we think of the cross, whenever we think of the death of our Lord Jesus for us, whenever we think of His shed blood, our hearts melted. But how about today? Every time when we come to the Lord’s table to remember His death, how do we come? Do we come with a cold heart just recalling something of the past? It is no longer a pleasant experience. Our first love has grown cold. O how we need the Lord to restore our first love, that whenever His name is mentioned, whenever His death is remembered, that it will once again melt our heart, that we will prostrate before His love and thank Him for that. That is the first meaning of His death. He died to save us from our sins.
 
But His death is much more than that. His death not only atones for our sins. His death deliver us from the world. The apostle Paul says, “I boast of nothing else but the cross of Jesus Christ. By the cross, the world is dead to me and I am dead to the world.” That is Galatians 6:14.
 
You remember the story of the children of Israel. All the people in Egypt were sentenced to death. On that night when the angel of destruction passed through the land, he entered into every house and slew the first-born. But thank God He made provision for the children of Israel. If any family of the Israelites did not believe in God’s provision and did not take the lamb and slay it and put the blood of the door, then their first born would also be slain. But thank God He provide the passover lamb. Not only the lamb must be slain, but the blood has to be put on the doors and when the angel of destruction pass by when He saw the blood He will pass over. The story was told during that night in one family of the Israelites. The first born was trembling and he asked his father. “Has the lamb been slain? Has the blood been put on the door?” If it hadn’t, he wolud be slain that night. So that night the children of Israel believing in God’s provision not only had the lamb slain, but the blood was on the door, and that night, there was joy in the family. But in every family of the Egyptians, at midnight, there was bitter crying, for the first born were slain. Brothers and sisters, this is our story. Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. But having the lamb slain is not enough. You have to go put the blood on the door. We have to receive the blood of the Lord Jesus into our hearts. Only then will the angel of destruction pass by. But that is not the end. The children of Israel, after they slew the lamb, had to eat the lamb to give them strength. And they had to be prepared for the journey because on that night, God led them out, out of Egypt. And the Bible tells us, God did not lead them in the ordinary way of traveling from Egypt to Canaan. God did not lead them the way of the Philistines, the land route. He led them all around through the Red Sea, that after they crossed the Red Sea, they had no way to return to Egypt. God delivered them out of Egypt. You remember when God sent Moses to Pharaoh, God said, “Let My people go that they may serve Me.” Oh Pharaoh at first said, “I do not know God.” And later on when the plagues began to come upon them, He said, “Okay you can serve God but don’t leave here.” And Moses said “No. We have to go three days journey, totally separated from Egypt, and then we will serve God.
The man, the woman, the children, the cattle, everything.” Why? Because there can be no serving God in Egypt. There can be no worshipping God in Egypt.
 
So the death of our Lord Jesus is so complete. We often think that His death only delivers us from the wages of sin, which is death. We ignore that His death separates us from the world. You remember on the day of Pentecost, after Peter delivered that message of salvation, that they crucified the Lord but God raised Him up and anointed Him as Lord and Christ. And many were pricked in their heart. Now what should we do? And Peter said, “Repent and be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus that you may receive the promise of the Father.” And then with many words, he exalted them, “Be saved from this evil generation.” And those that believed were baptized. Three thousand were baptized. Now brothers and sisters, why is it we who believe in the Lord must be baptized? Is not believing enough? Believe and you shall be saved. Believe in the Lord Jesus the Son of God and you shall have eternal life. Then why is it that after you have believed, you must be baptized? What is the meaning of baptism? Baptism is to be saved through water from the world. The blood saves us from our sins. No amount of water can cleanse our sins. Then why should we be baptized? Because by baptism, we act out what Christ has done for us. We believe that in His death, we die. We have died to the world. We are buried so far as the world is concerned. And then we come out of the water in newness of life.
 
By baptism, we declare we no longer belong to the world. You know in many heathen countries, you may believe in the Lord Jesus. But if you are not baptized, you will not be persecuted. But once you are baptized, you become an outcast. Why is it so? Because they know that if you’re baptized, you’re separated from the world. You no longer belong to the world. You belong to Christ. Brothers and sisters, it is the death of our Lord Jesus that separates us from the world.
The world is a system, a system that was organized by Satan, the adversary of God. He organized the whole world into a system. He rules over that system. He is called the god of this world. He is called the prince of this world, and he uses this world to control people, to oppose God, to oppose the purpose of God. That’s what the world is. So the world wants you to belong. If you do not belong, it will hate you and it will kill you. That is what happened to our Lord Jesus. The Lord came into this world, but He did not belong to this world. He’s under heaven’s rule. He is altogether different. Whether you’re different, bad or good, even if you are different because you are good, the world will persecute you. They crucify the Lord, but when our Lord was crucified, the ruler of this world was cast out. The world crucified the Lord, but on the cross, the world is crucified. Brothers and sisters, God has delivered us out of this world. In Colossians it is said that He has delivered us out of the power of darkness and has translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. So we have been transferred. We do not belong to this world anymore. We are in the world, but we are not of the world. We are heavenly people living on a fallen land. We are strangers and sojourners. We are passing through. We are going to that city with foundations, that city that God is the builder. That’s where we are. That’s what we are. That’s what the death of our Lord Jesus has accomplished for us. Do we realize that we do not belong to this world? Do we realize that if we love the world, the love of the Father is not in us? Do we realize that to befriend the world is enmity to God? Is there that separation in our Christian life? Our Lord has already accomplished this deliverance. We are a separated people. Brothers and sisters, do we appreciate that? Are we conformed to His death? So you find that the Lord’s death has done so much more than just having our sins forgiven. We are a delivered people in the world, but not of the world. The Lord allows us to live in this world to be a testimony to His name and that is what we are. The world is a system. Whether it is religious, political, economic, educational, or social, you’ll find that it is all one giant system. And it’s all under the rule of the god of this world. Thank God for delivering us.
 
You remember the apostle Paul. He lived in a religious world. Very few young people are like Paul because young people usually are interested in material things, the things of this world. But not Saul, that young man, did not seek for things of this world. He sought for things religious. He made great advancement in Judaism so that he was more advanced than his contemporaries. He had quite an accomplishment in Judaism. Maybe his ambition was to be like his master Gamaliel; Gamaliel, the great teacher in Judaism. That was something he boasted of. But how mistaken he was. What’s wrong with religion? Having a religion is better than religiousless. But look at this young man. He was the most religious person at that time, but he accepted the traditions of the fathers. He considered Jesus an imposter, that Jesus should be persecuted and wiped out. This was serving God. O how blind, how dark he was. Until one day on the road to Damascus, the Lord led him there. The glory of the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ put an end to his ambition in the religious world. He was completely delivered. He looked upon his past as a lost that he sought the Lord alone. Brothers and sisters, he was delivered from the religious world.
 
Think of another person. You remember the story of Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector. And during that time, a tax collector was considered as a traitor because they collected taxes for the Romans and they oppressed their own people. So the Jewish people looked down upon the tax collector. They considered the collectors prostitutes. And yet this one who was so rich—he was in that economic world and also in the political world—his heart was not satisfied. He wanted to see Jesus, but he was very short. When Jesus traveled, lots of people crowded around Him. But he wanted to see Jesus so much. Think of a grown up man, well-known man, even with ill faith, and he was known by everybody. How he climbed into a tree in order to see Jesus. Now will you do that? When our Lord came under that tree, the Lord looked up to Zacchaeus, “Come down. I want to live with you tonight.” Brothers and sisters, that moved the heart of Zacchaeus. He tumbled down from the tree. He stood before the Lord. He sensed the atmosphere. People around were murmuring. Didn’t Jesus know who this man was? How come He wanted to go to his house? We won’t do that. How can this saintly man do that? Will He not be defiled? Zacchaeus sensed the tense around him. He told the Lord, “I will give away half of my properties. If I have defrauded anyone, I will pay back four fold.” In other words, he bankrupted himself. Why? He was delivered from the economic world. The love of Christ took away the love of money. Separated. This is what the death of our Lord Jesus has done for us. When you think of the death of our Lord, Jesus, how can you live in this world’s system and not be separated?
 
More than that, the death of our Lord Jesus also delivers us from the law. In Romans 7:1-6, the apostle Paul tells us our relationship with the law. Now even though the Gentiles were not given the ten commandments, the spirit of the ten commandments was inscribed upon our heart. So whether you are Jew or Gentile, we are all under the law of God. And according to the law, no one can be justified. We are all under the tyranny of the law. So the apostle Paul used an illustration. He said the law is like a husband and we are married to that husband. Now as long as the husband lives, you are under the law of your husband. You are bound by him. Now if you go and join with another man, you become an adulterous. Now this husband is a hard husband. Oh he is so legalistic, he is so demanding. He is an absolute tyrant. And living under his law is unbearable. Where is the deliverance? The apostle Paul said, now, when your husband dies, you’re free from the law. You can be married to another person and you are okay. But unfortunately, our former husband’s law never dies. We hope he will die but he seems to live forever. There is no hope. What can you do? Isn’t that true? The law is his cry upon our conscience. Whenever we say something wrong, even a little bit wrong, he will not let us go.
He will bother us so we cannot sleep, cannot eat. His thoughts are so demanding. He is a perfectionist. The law is holy. The law is spiritual. But we are in the flesh. Brothers and sisters, where is our hope? We find today, people are under condemnation. Even with many believers, they live under condemnation. They have, to live with a guilty conscience. And you know if
you live with a guilty conscience, it is not living. Who can deliver us? God is so wonderful. The law never dies but God can make you die. But you say if I die, then I’m finished. Ah, somebody will die for you. And when He died, you died with Him. That is the reason why the Bible said when our Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross, it is not only that He bore our sins that we have committed upon His body, but at the same time, you’ll find He died as us. He not only died for our sins, He died for us. Oh the Bible said He died for us. So in Romans 6:6, “we know that our old man was crucified with Him.”
 
In the eyes of God, there’re only two men. Throughout the human history, God only see two men. The first man, Adam. The second man, Christ. All that comes out of Adam is in Adam. Adam sinned and we all become sinners. Adam in Adam all die. So brothers and sisters, our Lord Jesus, He came into this world. He is the second man, but also, He is the last Adam. He came to conclude, to terminate the Adamic race so that He can begin with a new beginning of mankind. So brothers and sisters, being the last Adam, when He die, the Adamic race is finished.
In the eyes of God, we all have died. And when He’s raised from the dead, we are raised together with Him. We become a new race, a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a people for a possession that we may set forth the excellencies of God.
 
Now oftentimes, we use an illustration, especially among the Chinese. Now we Chinese consider our ancestor as the yellow emperor. Now one day the yellow emperor had a battle with Chee-Yu. And it was a foggy day just like this morning, even worse than that, like in London.
Now how can you fight battle under such fog? But fortunately, yellow emperor invented the compass. And by using this instrument, he was able to kill Chee-Yu. And by that we are here. Now suppose during that fight, yellow emperor didn’t invent the compass and he was killed by Chee-Yu. Now where are we today? No longer. That race was terminated. So brothers and sisters, in Christ, when He died, we all died. Our old man was crucified with Him. Do you believe that? You believe He bore your sins in His body? Why do you not believe that He took you away with Him, that we have been identified with Him in His death? And that we are identified with Him in His resurrection? Brothers and sisters, by the death of our Lord Jesus, we were dead to the law that we may be alive unto a new husband and that is our Lord Himself. We are no longer under law. But does it mean we can be lawless? No, the Bible says we are under grace. Remember, we are always under. Do not think that we can be free as a bird and fly everywhere we want to do. Either you are under the law or you’re under the grace. Ah, under law is such a sad life. The yoke was so heavy. We could not bear it. But thank God, under grace, under a new husband, under Christ who loves us so much, He wants to give everything to us. And do you think His demand is less than the law demands? No. Love demands more than the law but love supplies all that it demands. This is our life. We are not under the law. We are under grace. We do not live here under bondage. We live here for love’s sake. So brothers and sisters, what an emancipation you can live in spite of what the law requires. Because there is life, there’s grace being supplied. So the apostle Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ, I no longer live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.” Oh how He liberates us from the law.
 
And in connection with that, of course, He delivers us from our flesh. In Romans 7, you find a conflict in Paul’s life. He said, “I have a new mind. I know what God wants. And so far as my inner man is concerned, I want it. But I discover that in the members of one body, there’s another law. What I want to do, I cannot. What I don’t want to do, I do it. This law of sin and of death still controls me. Oh wretched man that I am, who can deliver me from this body of death?” Thank God, through Jesus Christ. Brothers and sisters, when the Lord opens our eyes, on the one hand, He delivers us from the law. The law, as our husband, is outside us and oppressing because the power of sin is the law. He delivers us from the law and then He delivers us from our flesh. This old flesh of ours, this old man, this I, this self-life, is so defiled. It is under the law of sin and of death. But thank God. They who believe in the Lord Jesus have their flesh crucified. So here you’ll find we are out of this law of sin and death. We are now under the law of the Spirit of life. Romans 8:1, “The law of the Spirit of life has deliver us out of the law of sin of death in Christ Jesus that we may live by the life of Christ. No longer live, I, it is Christ who lives in us.” This is what our brother is talking about in the evening.
 
Now the death of our Lord Jesus is even more than that. Why? Because by His death, He has put the one who has the power of death away. The Bible said, the Lord said, if I am lifted up, I will draw all man unto Me. The judgment of the world has come and the prince of this world is cast out. In Colossians, we are told that He has taken all the principalities and authorities, captive and exhibited them openly by the cross. So brother and sisters, on the cross of our Lord Jesus, He has defeated all the evil powers. The evil powers thought that they got rid of Him. On the contrary, by this very token, by His very death, He annulled the one who has the power of death. And by this very token of the cross, He has led all the principalities, authorities, powers of evil forces as His captives. He has overcome. Oh the cross is a sign of victory. So brothers and sisters, today, we have no fear of the power of darkness. In the mighty name of our Lord Jesus, we claim the victory. We overcome all the evil powers, not by ourselves, but by the mighty name of our Lord. This is what the death of our Lord Jesus has done for us.
 
Further than that, by His death, He opened a new and living way for us to approach the throne of grace. That is Hebrews 10:19. You know brothers and sisters, in the Old Testament, in the tabernacle and later on in the temple, there is a veil, a heavy veil that separates the holies of all from the holy place. In the holies of all, there is the ark, the mercy seat, the glory of God. But there’s a veil that veils His presence. In the Old Testament times, once a year, the high priest entered the veil with blood and incense. The smoke is to cover the ark and the blood is to atone our sins. So the high priest went in hurriedly and hurriedly retreated because in those days, the way to the holies was not open. No one could live in the presence of God and live. But thank God. You remember when our Lord Jesus was crucified; at the time when He said “It is finished,” He gave up His spirit to His Father. This was outside the gate of Jerusalem. But when He died, the veil in the temple in Jerusalem was rent from top to bottom into two. In other words, in His death, the veil was rent. You know the veil represents the flesh, the body of our Lord Jesus. He is the perfect man. He is the only One who is able to live in the presence of God. But when He was on this earth, He saw His Father’s face all the time. But because He was that perfect man, He in a sense served as a veil separate us from God. If you live inside the veil, you are in the presence of God. In you live outside of the veil, even if you live so close as to be able to burn incense, the presence of God is still being veiled. That road, that way, was blocked. So you find our Lord on one side, He lived daily before the Father. On the other side, if He only lives and never dies, then no one can come into the presence of God. That veil cannot be rent by man. It is from top to bottom, and God alone can rent it. When the body of our Lord Jesus was broken on the cross, the veil in the temple was ripped from top to bottom. A new and living way is now open for us. We can enter into the veil and live in the presence of the holy God. And this is what His death has done for us.
 
Why do we linger in the outer court as if we know nothing but the forgiveness of our sins? We only know the brazen altar. We appreciate Christ as the sacrifice. But that is all. Why do we not serve in the holy place? Many believers are just believers but they are not functioning as priests. But why do we only serve and work thinking that this is all and yet we do not live daily in the presence of God? The way is open. We should live in the very presence of God and out of that living, we come out to serve. We come out to bring people to Him. And this is what the death of our Lord Jesus has accomplished for us. Do we appreciate, do we see what the death has done for us?
 
And more, in Colossians 1, that by the blood of the cross, He reconciled all things unto His fullness. You know the death of our Lord Jesus has done so much for us human beings. But the death of our Lord Jesus has done much more than just within human beings. He reconciled the whole creation back into His fullness. He not only with His blood cleansed the earth, He also cleansed heaven. The whole creation today is groaning under the yoke of corruption and vanity, waiting for that day of restoration. And thank God that day is coming. He will reconcile all things back to the fullness of God. Everything will speak of the glory of God and it is all because of His death. What a mighty death is His death. May the Lord help us.
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we do ask that Thou will open the eyes of our heart that we may see the various accomplishments in the death of our Lord Jesus. Oh that we may know Him in His death, that we may have a firm foundation in our faith, that we may be able to go on with Thee in newness of life. We thank Thee for all that Thou has done for us. Teach us how to appreciate and to appropriate that these may not be just outside truths but become inward experiences. We ask in the name of Thy beloved Son, our Lord Jesus, Amen.
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Will you please turn again to Philippians 3:10, 11.
“To know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead.”
 
May we have some prayer. Dear heavenly Father, as we gather here this morning, we want to thank Thee for being so gracious to us. Thou has led us through the last few days and Thou has brought us to this hour. It is all Thy mercy and grace for which we are most thankful. We do praise and thank Thee that Thou thus gathers us again this morning. We know that Thy heart’s desire is to reveal Thy son to us. We pray that Thou will remove any veil that may be upon our hearts, that the light of Thy continence may shine upon us, that we may see the glory of the Lord today. Dear Lord Jesus, our desire, our longing, is to know You. We want to know the power of Your resurrection. We are willing to have fellowship with Your sufferings. And Lord, we do want to be conformed to Thy death, knowing that there is a glorious resurrection waiting for us. Dear Lord, we pray that Thou will not allow us to draw back. We pray that Thou will enable us to press on towards the goal until that day when we shall see Thee face to face. And there, we will worship and serve Thee forever. Hear our cry. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.
 
Thank God for gathering us together again this morning. I think by this time, we will know this key verse by heart. This is the passion of the apostle Paul. How he longed to know Christ. On the road to Damascus, he was met by Christ. And this Christ captured his heart. The more he knew Him, the more he wanted to know Him. So he cried out, “O that I may know Him.” Brothers and sisters, we thank the Lord that we do know Him. But this knowledge of Him should increase within our hearts a desire to know Him more. May this passion fill each one of us. If we really have this hunger and thirst after Him, we know that this is exactly what God wants to do toward us because it is the good pleasure of the Father to reveal His Son in us. So whenever He should find anyone whose heart is one with Him—his heart desire is to know Christ—how it pleases the Father’s heart, and how He will reveal His Son in us. So brothers and sisters, as Paul longs to know Christ, we find this is because of how much he did know Christ. And we firmly believe that this will be the same with us because our God is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
 
In the morning, we share together especially on knowing Christ in His death. We know that the death of Christ is a mystery. How can Christ, who abides forever, die? How can the originator of life die? How can God, the Son of God, ever die? This is a great mystery in the universe. As a matter of fact, even before the foundation of the world, God has already decided that His Son should be the Lamb. And from the foundation of the world, He is the Lamb slain because God knows everything. Out of His love, He created the universe. Out of His love, He created man. He gave the whole creation to His Son. Especially to man, He gave His Son as His greatest gift. And yet He knows beforehand that this man whom He created will rebel against Him. This man that He loves so much will fall into sin and the wages of sin is death. So how could God solve this dilemma? On the one hand, He is the just God. He must do justly. The soul that sins must die. And yet on the other hand, God is love and He does not want anyone to perish. He wants everyone to be a precious gift to His beloved Son. How can God solve this problem? In order to do that, He sent His beloved Son into this world. God cannot die. Therefore, God must come to be a man. The man who knows no sin can die for us sinners that we might be the righteousness of God. So we know that our Lord Jesus’ very purpose of coming into this world is to die. He died that we may live. What love is behind this. Brothers and sisters, whenever we think of the death of our Lord Jesus, whenever we survey the cross, our hearts melt, that He should love us so much who are such great sinners.
 
Brothers and sisters, His death is a great mystery. His death is an all compassing death. His death solves all the problems in the world. His death is different from all other deaths because His death is an atoning death. By His death, not only are we human beings restored, reconciled to God, but even the whole creation will be reconciled to the fullness of God. His death is to be remembered. And that’s the reason why we remember the Lord at His table. It is not a ritual, a formality. He knows our frame. In spite of the great love that He has bestowed upon us, He knows how ungrateful we are, how forgetful we are. And because He loves us so deeply, He does not want us to forget Him. He wants us to remember Him. So He commands us to remember Him at the table, to remember how He shed His blood for the remission of our sins, how He has His body broken that we might be made whole, that we may be reconciled to God our Father. It is a command, a command of love. He wants us to remember His death because His death means so much to us. Two thousand years ago, He was crucified on the cross. This is a fact. Two thousand years ago, there on the cross, He accomplished the work of redemption. Two thousand years ago, His death solved all our problems. Therefore before He passed away, He shouted, “It is finished.” The work of redemption is finished. You cannot add anything to it and you should not take anything away from it. His death is a fact. The value of His death is eternal. It never changes because of time or space. It never changes because of you or me. His cross is a fact. Him crucified is a fact. And that fact of His crucification is eternal. The value never changes. This is the eternal truth. Brothers and sisters, the cross is eternal. Those who lived before the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus look forward to the cross and they live. We who live after crucifixion, we look back to the cross. And as we look, we live because His death has eternal value. This is the foundation of our faith. This is the foundation upon which we stand, we are saved, and we are built up. We say this is the truth, the objective truth. What do you mean by objective truth? It means that it is something that is done outside of you and me. It is not something that we’ve done; it is something that God has done in Christ for us and it is finished. This is the ground on which we stand. But brothers and sisters, just to know the objective truth is not enough. Just to believe that two thousand years ago Christ died on the cross is not enough. It is enough for God, but so far as we are concerned, it is not enough because this objective truth, which is true, who never changes, and yet this truth has to become our subjective experience. This death of our Lord Jesus that happened two thousand years ago has to become real in us today. His death is our death. And unless this happens, then you’ll find He may have done everything for us and we still have nothing. So brothers and sisters, it is very very important, important for us, that we, in this way apprehend, appropriate that objective truth of the death of Christ into our subjective experience in life. There is a hymn I like very much. It is called the Cross of Christ. I will just read to you the first verse. Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, if He is not born in thee, thy soul is still forlorn. The cross in Golgotha will not save thy soul, the cross in thine own heart only can make thee whole. O cross of Christ I take thee into this heart of mine, to help me die to my own self and rise to thy life divine. Brothers and sisters, here in this hymn, it says Christ can be born in Bethlehem to a thousand times. But if He’s not born in you, you still don’t have anything. The cross in Golgotha cannot save you. It is the cross that is in you that saves you. So the refrain is O cross of Christ, I take You into my heart to deliver me, to help me to die to my own self that I might rise up to live in life divine. Brothers and sisters, unless the death of Christ becomes a reality in us, unless His cross is not only planted in Golgotha but is planted in our hearts, and great things have been done, we receive nothing. Brothers and sisters, in so far as we are concerned, it is most important (I cannot emphasize this more), it is extremely essential that we do not look at the death of our Lord Jesus as a death in past history. You know one thing, in the book of Koran, with Islam, they can recognize Jesus as the Son of God. But never once in the Koran is the death of Christ mentioned. Brothers and sisters, the death of our Lord Jesus is a principle element of the gospel of Jesus Christ. But just by acknowledging the fact of His death, even understanding the value of His death, if we do not receive His death into us, that His death be our death, nothing is being done. Now who longs for death? We long for life. But only when our eyes are opened and see the value of His death, do we long that His death be our death. So the apostle Paul here says, “O that I may be conformed to His death.” You know in the Chinese Bible, we use another translation. We translate it as “imitate,” when you think of imitate and you think it is something done outwardly. Just like the children, they know how to imitate. So we older people need to be very careful because they have this instinct to imitate. Imitation is not real. Outwardly they can imitate exactly alike. But inwardly, it is all different. They are still children. They haven’t grown up yet. But they can talk like grown ups. They can act like grown ups. But you know, when such things happen, it is laughable. The Bible uses the word “conform.” Now even though this word is translated in English, sometimes it is “imitate,” some versions use “conform.” But “conform” gives you the idea of something it is happening within. Here is a form and you are to be conformed to that form. Here is a mold. It is already there. It is a perfect mold. How are you going to multiply? You pour into that mold. And when it comes out, it is exactly the same. So you find “conform” is something inward. It is not just taking something upon you. It is something that you enter in and it comes out the same. In other words, to be conformed to His death is be like His death. What His death means is what our death means. All the values of His death is ours. It is something that happens within us. And that’s the reason why you find Romans 8. God’s eternal purpose is that we may be conformed to the image of His beloved Son. We are to be conformed to the image of His Son’s death that we may be conformed to the image of His Son’s life, that we may take up all the inner character of our Lord Jesus, that we may be like Him. This is the will of God. But you find that we have to be conformed to His death, let His death put to death everything that is not of His Son. His death put everything that is dead to death. Things that need to die, everything that is not of God that cannot return to God, it has to be put into death. And this is what the death of our Lord Jesus has done for us.
 
So brothers and sisters, this morning we would like to share together how to be conformed to His death. His death is an eternal reality. But how much of His death is real in our lives? How far have we been conformed to His death? And this is something that we need to be before the Lord.
 
Before we do this, I think we would like to relate a few principles. With these few principles, we will be able to be conformed to His death. First of all, in every spiritual thing, we need revelation because spiritual things are way beyond us. The natural man does not understand the things of God. They think that it is folly. Brothers and sisters, in so far as we ourselves are concerned, we can never understand anything spiritual. You may be the wisest person in the world. You may be able to understand everything under the sun, but when you come to spiritual things, there is a block. So you find in all spiritual things, we need revelation. We need God to reveal to us. It is very humbling but this is where we are. This is real. Do not think that by your own cleverness you can enter into spiritual reality. So first of all, we need revelation. We need God to reveal the death of Christ to us. Otherwise, we will not appreciate His death. What has His death to do with me? I don’t want to die. I want to live. Brothers and sisters, one day God opens your eyes, you will begin to see how precious, valuable is His death. This is the only way to our salvation. This is the only way that would lead us back to the fullness of God. And when you’ve received such revelation, then you will begin to appreciate His death. The more He reveals the value of the death of Christ to you, the more you’ll long to know His death. So I believe first of all in order to be conformed to His death, you need a revelation of the value of His death.
 
Then secondly, everything that is from God is grace. God is the God of grace. He gives us everything. He prepares everything and then He gives it to us. So you find that it is grace. Grace is given freely to all. Grace does not choose whom to give. Grace gives freely. It never charges anything. But because it is grace, the only way to receive grace is by faith. If you want to receive grace through any other means, you won’t get it. The more you try, the more you reject grace. So you find that to be conformed to His death requires faith. Now what is faith? I like the translation of Darby because I feel that it really show you the picture. Now what is faith? In Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the substantiating of the things hoped for, the conviction of the things unseen.” I think this is the (I won’t say definition, but) explanation of what faith is. There is something there. But how can you make that something to be your own experience? You need faith. Here is a podium. It is here. Before we came to this conference, before we entered into this hall, this podium was already here. It is a fact, an accomplished fact. Then you enter in through the door and immediately, you see this podium. And by seeing this, actually, you receive it into yourself. It becomes an experience to you. This podium is not only outside of you because you see it, you substantiate it into your being. Here is a substance. It’s there. Whether you’re here or not, it is already here. But when you come in, because you have eyes to see, your eyes substantiate this substance to be your experience. But suppose a blind person enter this room. He can not see this podium. And when people tell him there is a podium there, he says, “No, there is none because I can’t see it.” Now, his not seeing it does not eliminate this podium. But, because he can not see it, he cannot enjoy it. He and this podium are apart. It is by seeing that make these things into one. And that is what faith is. Christ died two thousand years ago. It is a fact. The value of the death is eternal. It always there; it never changes. But when you come to the cross of Christ and when you lift up the eyes of faith, then you find the value of His death comes into your being and you are saved. So brothers and sisters, in order to be conformed to His death, we need faith. We need to believe what God has already done in Christ Jesus. We need to look away from everything. We need to look away from our feeling. We need to look away from our own reasoning and by faith, look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. And that’s the way you receive His death. By faith you believe His death is your death.
 
And then thirdly, in order to be conformed, you have to be first deformed. You know we have an old form. And we have that old Adamic form. And we have had that for a long time. And in order to be conformed to the death of Christ, you have to be deformed, to be melted first. So therefore, there should be a breaking down in order that we may be poured into the mold. And that’s the reason why there’s certain suffering involved. You know the apostle Paul in Philippians 3:10, he said, “To know Him.” How do I know Him? In what substantial way can I know Him? He said to know the power of His resurrection. Our brother has already shared with us that our Lord Jesus is the resurrection and the life. And there is such power in that resurrection life because resurrection is life out of death. Resurrection is life entering into death, robbing death of its power and coming out of death. Now that is resurrection. There is no power greater than the power of resurrection. So in order to know Him, we need to know the power of His resurrection. We know His life in us, and His life is so dynamic. This life within us is able to do anything. We need to know Christ in His resurrection. I sometimes wonder why Paul puts it this way. If it’s left to me, probably, my theology will be to know Him and to know His death that I may know the power of His resurrection. But Paul does not say that. He said, “to know the power of His resurrection “before” to be conformed to His death.” Why? Without knowing the power of His resurrection, we dare not be conformed to His death because death involves suffering. We have to share with the sufferings of Christ. Of course we cannot share with His suffering of atoning death because on the cross, He died for us and our sins. There He tread the wine press alone. We have no part in it. All we need is to receive what He has done for us. But there is another part of His suffering. When He was a man on earth, even though He was sinless, perfect, He was tempted in all things. Without sin, as a man, His will is perfect. But He has to lay down His own will. “Not My will but Thy will be done.” He said, “My time does not belong to Me. Your time is always ready. You can do anything you want to. But I cannot. I’m a bond slave to God.” There’s suffering there. He suffered because He’s different. He suffered because He does not belong to this world. He suffered for righteousness sake. He suffered for love sake. And this is the part of His suffering into which God call us for fellowship. By fellowshipping with His suffering, we are being conformed to His death. So without knowing the power of His resurrection, we dare not and cannot be conformed to His death. There is a certain amount of the power of His resurrection we have to know first. Then we can have fellowship with His sufferings and being conformed to His death. So brothers and sisters, let us now be ready to apply these principles.
 
So far as our being saved is concerned, I think we do not need to go over it in details because before we believed in the Lord Jesus, we were all proud of ourselves. We thought that we were righteous, that we could go to God on our own merits. If I do not go to heaven, heaven will be empty. Brothers and sisters, you may not say it but you mean it. This why you feel you do not need the Savior. So what the Holy Spirit did-He had to break us down first. When the Holy Spirit shall come, He will demonstrate to the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. Of sin because they do not believe in Christ Jesus. Of righteousness because He, our Lord, has gone to the Father. Of judgement because the God of this world is just. Brothers and sisters, first the Holy Spirit has to break us down. He will touch our consciences to create within us guilty consciences for sin because we do not believe in Christ Jesus. The greatest sin in the world is to reject Christ Jesus because Christ Jesus is the love of God that extends to mankind. The greatest sin is rejecting the love of God. Of righteousness because our Lord has returned to the Father. He is the only One who has the right to be in the presence of God. This is righteousness. Do we have such righteousness? You may have righteousness to stand before man, but to stand before God requires a righteousness that nobody has, otherwise you will be smitten to death. Oh our Lord Jesus has that righteousness. He is the righteous One who is by the side of God the Father. He is the standard of righteousness. We don’t have that. Of judgement because even the whole world will be judged and all that are in the world will be judged. And you are no exception. Brothers and sisters, then we begin to realize our righteousness as filthy rags that cannot cover our nakedness before God. Only then will we cry out, “How can I be saved?” And then it pleases God to reveal His Son to you. Look and live. By faith you receive the grace of God and you are saved. And you find that His death has taken away your sins. Brothers and sisters, so when you believe in the Lord Jesus, you take the first step to be conformed to His death. You receive His death as burying your sins on His body.
 
Now we said yesterday that the cross stands between the world and you. The cross separates us from the world. We are in the world but we are not of the world because God has already called us out of the world. Today we are strangers, sojourners on this earth. We are aliens in a foreign land. We are traveling, journeying towards our own country. That is what we are. But brothers and sisters, after we are saved, do we still love the world? We are not even conscious of what the world as a system under Satan really is. We have no desire to be saved from this evil age. The Bible says, “Do not be conformed to this world.” The world is also a mold. It is a system, a form. It gathers up everything in this world into a giant system and it is under the rule of Satan, the adversary of God. We are in the world but thank God He has delivered us. We are not of the world. We are a heavenly people upon this earth. We are different. We are separated. We are a holy nation. Brothers and sisters, but do we realize that? Do we realize that the world crucified our Lord? How can we befriend this world? How can we even expect the world to love us? How can we follow the trend, the current of the world? Do not be conformed to the world. Do not squeeze yourself. You are too big. You are too dignified. You are a child of God. You try to squeeze yourself into this mold, the fashion of this world. Oh do not be conformed to this world. But be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what is good and acceptable and the perfect will of God. I want to say a word to the young people. We older people sometimes try to tell the younger ones, “Do not love the world because if you love the world, the love of the Father is not in you. Do not love the world and the things of the world, the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, the pride of life.” Oftentimes our young people will say, “You have already tasted the world. So it is easy for you to say. But to us, the world is a new continent. We want to explore and we want to know exactly what it is until we suffer enough. Then, we will not be conformed to this world.” Do tell a young person in the Lord, “Do not have a vision of what the world really is; if a young person does not have a vision of what the world really is, you know the god of this world has blinded our eyes.” He makes us see the world as a mirage. You see water, you rush to it. But it is not water.
 
It is salt. It cannot quench your thirst. Therefore in the early days, many when they go to the west, they die. It’s a mirage but you don’t see it. You love it. What can you do? Prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” We tell young people, “Love the will of God. Prove it in your life.” You ask the young people, “What is the will of God?” And the reply is, “Anything that is against me is the will of God.” No wonder they don’t love the will of God. How can you force them to love the will of God? Impossible. Brothers and sisters, how can you be conformed to the death of Christ? In relation to the world, that’s where consecration is so important. The first thing after a person is saved, when he is still in the first love, that’s the time to present your bodies a living sacrifice. Lord, this is redeemed by You. I have no right to live for myself. Willingly, voluntarily, gladly, I give myself to You. I give up all my rights. I hand myself over to You. Now You are my Lord. You can use my body, my all in whatever You want. Brothers and sisters, have you so given yourself to the One who loves You so much? Do you keep back anything from Him? If you do this, the Holy Spirit will transform, will renew your mind. Your mind formerly was set towards the world. Now, you find your mind is renewed to set upon God. When this happens, it is easy not to be conformed to the world. It is easy to prove the acceptable, good, and perfect will of God. Look at Paul in Philippians 3. He said, “What I boast of before, what I sought before, what I was proud of before, now I consider this as dross. It’s a lost to me because these keep me away from Christ. Now I turn my mind to know Christ for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. What can be compared with this?” O brothers and sisters, young people, it breaks my heart to see young people who are redeemed by the Lord and yet captured by the world. May God have mercy on us. We can apply this to every aspect of the death of our Lord Jesus. How many of God’s people are contented to live in the outer court? As long as I’m saved, even if only my two feet will be just behind the door of heaven, I am happy. But is God happy? How many of God’s people are contented by serving in the holy place, work—Christian work, work for God? This is their life. Is that all? Is God satisfied? Does God need you to serve Him? Does He lack anything? How many of God’s people really desire to live behind the veil to commune with Him, to gaze upon His face, to worship Him at His feet, to listen to His voice that they may go out and bring the glad tidings to the world? The veil is ripped. Christ has died. The way to the holies is opened. Why remain outside? Brothers and sisters, we are here to satisfy God’s heart. If God’s heart is not satisfied, no matter how satisfied we are, is it not enough. Brothers and sisters, how far have we been conformed to His death? It is true, it takes time. You do not become spiritual at a second. We need to press on, press on towards the goal and being conformed to His death that we may arrive at the resurrection among the dead. One day when the Lord shall come back, we shall be resurrected and we shall reign with Him. There we shall see His face daily and there we serve Him forever. Let’s pray.
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank Thee because it is Thy good pleasure to reveal Thy Son in us. Oh Lord, reveal Thy Son in us that we may know Him and the power of His resurrection that we may have fellowship with His sufferings being conformed to His death that we may partake in that resurrection from among the dead. And it is all for Thy sake. Bless Thy people, O Lord. Rescue us from everything that is outside of You. Bring us into the fullness that is in Christ. We ask in Thy precious name, Amen.
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